


Luke 2:36-38 (Pg. 1026)

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter
of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very
old; she had lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage, and then was a widow until
she was eighty-four. She never left the temple
but worshiped night and d sting and
praying. Coming up to theansz
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke

about the child to all whojwere looking forward
to the redemption of Jerusalem.
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Simeon's Prophecy to Mary
| (1628)
This is one of Rembrandt's
earliest known works







“For years | bore the crippling weight Qi‘ anger,
bitterness and resentment toward those who
caused my suffering. Yet as | look back over a
spiritual journey that has spanned more than
three decades, | realize the same bombs that
caused so much pain and S"Mh
brought me to a place of great healing. Those

bombs led me to Jesus Ch'rist.”




My salvation experience occurred on
Christmas Eve. It was 1982. | was attending a
special worship service at a small church In
Vietham. The pastor, Ho Hieu Ha, delivered a
message many Christians would find familiar:
Christmas is not about the gié%%ée;‘ully
wrap and place under a tree. Rathersis_about
the gift of Jesus Christ, who was wrapped in
human flesh and given to us by God.




When Pastor Ho finished speaking, | sfood up,
stepped out into the aisle, and made my way to

the front of the sanctuary to say “yes” to Jesus
Christ.
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When | woke up that Christmas mornir_{g, |
experienced my first-ever heartfelt celebration
of the birth of Jesus Christ. | know what it is like
to experience terror, to feel despondent, to live
In fear. | know how wearying and hopeless life
can be sometimes. After yearsTslg spiritual
wilderness, | felt the kind of healing that'can
only come from God.
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today at 54 years
of age
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Anna - the woman of
God, not tied to her
past but dreaming of
a better future - Christ
our Savior
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